I Have Prayed for You
Luke 22:32

I was introduced to intercessory prayer during a very trying time in the 1980’s. An older woman who worked for the same organization, but in a different department, recognized that I was troubled. She wasn’t being nosy; she was concerned. I trusted her because she carried herself like the women I grew up with in the church. I was invited to worship with her congregation and was introduced to her Bishop, who not only prayed for me but also gave me a book to read on intercessory prayer. Reading about the power and purpose of prayer changed my life for the better.

Prayer, especially intercessory prayer, is a powerful tool that connects us to God and enables us to pray for others. The Bible is filled with instances of individuals praying for one another and experiencing the transformative power of their prayers. One such example is found in Luke 22:32, where Jesus tells Peter, “I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail.”  In this passage of Scripture, Jesus addresses Peter directly, assuring him of His continuous support and intercession through prayer. This act of intercession demonstrates Jesus' deep care and concern for Peter's well-being. By praying for Peter, Jesus acknowledges the challenges Peter will face in denying Him and provides him with spiritual protection and strength. 

 When we lift others in prayer, we acknowledge their needs and invite God's intervention into their lives. Intercessory prayer not only allows us to express our care for others but also strengthens our faith as we witness God at work in their lives. It's a testament to the power of faith in intercessory prayer. I didn’t know it at the time, but my mother was an Intercessor. She prayed fervently for the sick, her parents, siblings, and all of her ten children. She would call us by name, asking God to save, protect, and provide for us.

Jesus prays that Peter's faith remains strong in the face of future trials. This act of prayer had a profound impact on Peter's life, leading him to become a great leader in the early Christian church. Similarly, when we pray for others, we may not always see immediate results, but we can trust that our prayers are making a difference in their lives.

Just as Jesus prayed for Peter, we are called to intercede for those around us and lift them in prayer. This is not just a suggestion, but a personal responsibility that we, as believers, are called to fulfill. Let us remember the power of prayer and the transformative effect it can have on both the one praying and the one being prayed for. Have you prayed for anyone lately? Your prayers can make a significant difference in their lives. Like Jesus, we can say, “I have prayed for you.”
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