A King is Born; A Christmas Story	

Over two thousand years ago, in the little town of Bethlehem, a birth unlike any other changed the course of history. On that night in a humble stable, the long-awaited promise of God was fulfilled: a King was born. Yet this King did not arrive with trumpets, armies, or a golden crown. He was wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

The prophets had foretold His coming. Isaiah declared, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, and the government shall be upon His shoulders: and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). This child was not an ordinary baby. He was Emmanuel-God with us.

The news of His birth was first given to shepherds watching over their flocks, not rulers or priests. Angels appeared proclaiming, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men” (Luke 2:14). The shepherds hurried to see the child, and left praising God, sharing the good news with everyone they met. Wise men from the east also traveled far, guided by a star, to worship Him and present gifts fit for a King: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

This was no ordinary King. Earthly kings are often served, but Jesus came to serve. Worldly rulers demand power, yet Christ laid down His life to give us eternal life. His kingdom is not of this world, but one of righteousness, peace, and joy.

The birth of Jesus reminds us that God’s love reaches into the most ordinary places. He came not in grandeur, but in humility, so that all, rich and poor, strong and weak, could approach Him. Christmas is not about lights, gifts, and traditions; it is about the greatest gift of all: Jesus, the Son of God.

So, let’s not simply celebrate a baby’s birth, but the arrival of the Savior of the world. A King was born in Bethlehem, and He still reigns in the hearts of all who believe. May we, like the shepherds and wise men, bow before Him with worship, gratitude, and joy. Never forget it’s all about Jesus, our King!

Merry Christmas, Everyone!
Elder Shirley Freeman
